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T0010RDEN 


Hebden  Bridge,  20tli  February,  1901. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  for  1900, 
being  my  Twenty-third  Annual  one,  relative  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Rural  District  of  Todmorden  and  the  causes 
of  sickness  and  death  which  have  prevailed  during  the  year. 

The  Council  on  the  9th  May,  1900,  adopted  regulations 
under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885, 
and  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1886:  which  will 
in  future  give  them  control  over  the  milk  farms  of  their 
district  and  whereby  all  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
will  require  to  be  registered,  and  to  keep  their  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds  in  good  sanitary  order;  providing  also  proper 
lighting,  ventilation,  cleansing,  drainage,  and  water  supply. 
The  working  of  this  Act  must  have  a  beneficial  effect  through¬ 
out  the  Rural  District,  and  will  give  its  Sanitary  Authority 
greater  powers  in  case  of  the  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  three  new  Tables  of  Returns 
supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  London,  and  giving 
such  information  as  they  require;  C  Return  for  the  County 
Council,  and  the  Inspector’s  Report  of  the  sanitary  work 
completed  during  the  year. 

In  estimating  the  population  for  the  year  1900,  I  have 
increased  it  by  100  over  that  of  the  year  1899;  calculated  on  the 
increase  of  births  over  deaths,  and  the  newly-built  houses 
occupied  during  that  year.  Ten  years  have  now  elapsed 
since  the  Imperial  Census  was  taken,  and  in  a  wide  district  like 
yours  of  a  rural  character,  it  is  difficult  to  enumerate  approx¬ 
imate  the  actual  yearly  growth.  At  one  period,  shortly  after 
the  last  Census  was  taken,  the  resident  population  was 
reduced,  when  a  portion  of  your  district  was  transferred  to 
that  of  Mytholmroyd,  and  since  then,  that  part  which  adjoins 
Hebden  Bridge  has  had  many  new  buildings  erected,  which 
has  materially  increased  the  number  of  inhabitants.  These 
changes  have  made  the  calculation  of  population  somewhat 
uncertain. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  1900  have  been 
107,  viz.,  60  males  and  47  females,  none  of  which  were 
illegitimate,— equal  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  20'5  per  1000. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  four  births  were  registered  in  the 
year  1899,  with  a  birth-rate  of  26-2  per  1000.  The  Rural 
District  has  a  falling  birth-rate,  as  is  the  general  case  through¬ 
out  the  country. 
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The  deaths  recorded  have  been  95,  viz.,  41  males  and  54 
females,  four  of  which  were  uncertified,  yielding  an  annual 
death-rate  of  18*2  per  thousand  against  61  deaths,  and  a  rate 
of  11*9  per  thousand  for  the  year  1899.  The  increased 
mortality  does  not  occur  either  in  the  class  of  Zymotic  or 
Lung  Diseases,  but  it  is  to  be  found,  principally,  amongst 
aged  people  who  have  succumbed  to  other  maladies. 

Of  the  95  Deaths,  fourteen  were  those  of  infants  under 
one  year  old,  against  15  for  the  year  1899.  The  rate  of 
Infant  Mortality,  measured  by  the  proportion  of  Deaths 
under  one  year  to  Births  registered  is  equal  to  130*8  per  1000. 
The  proportion  of  Deaths  among  this  class,  for  the  year  1899, 
to  every  1000  Births  registered,  was  111*9  per  1000.  The 
deaths  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  upwards  were  40,  against 
22  for  the  previous  year,  and  out  of  these  40  deaths  27  were 
over  70  years  of  age,  and  three  were  80  years  and  upwards. 
These  figures  show  a  large  proportion  of  deaths  from  old  age 
and  senile  decay.  Coroners’  Inquiries  took  place  in  three 
instances  of  Violent  Death,  one  from  burns,  one  from  drown¬ 
ing  and  one  from  injuries. 

Of  the  95  deaths  recorded  during  the  year  six  were 
ascribed  to  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  equal  to  a  Zymotic 
Death  Rate  of  1*1  per  thousand  per  annum,  against  three  for 
the  preceding  year  and  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0*5  per 
1000  per  annum.  The  six  Deaths  from  these  diseases  are 
classified  as  follows  :  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Typhoid  Fever  1, 
Whooping  Cough  1,  and  Diarrhoea  3.  In  addition  to  these 
were  two  Deaths  at  the  Fielden  Hospital,  one  from  Scarlet 
and  the  other  from  Typhoid  Fever,  neither  of  which  were 
registered  in  our  district. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  me  under  the 
Notification  Act  have  been  38,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  11,  Typhoid 
Fever  11,  Continued  Fever  1,  Diphtheria  1  and  Erysipelas 
14,  against  27  reported  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  38 
cases,  twelve  were  removed  to  Hospital,  viz.,  three  of  Scarlet 
and  nine  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever  prevailed  in  the  townships  of  Wadsworth, 
Blackshaw  and  Heptonstall  throughout  the  year.  Eight  out 
of  eleven  cases  were  treated  at  their  own  homes ;  most  of 
whom  would  have  gone  to  the  Fielden  Hospital  if  there  had 
been  accommodation  there  for  them.  One  out  of  these  eight 
died.  Three  were  removed  to  Hospital,  one  of  whom  died. 
This  disease,  although  it  has  shown  no  sign  of  spreading, 
still  lingers  in  the  district.  The  number  of  cases  reported 
for  the  year  1899  were  also  eleven. 
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Typhoid  Fever. — Eleven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified, 
nine  of  whom  were  treated  at  the  Fielden  Hospital,  with  one 
death.  Two  remained  at  home,  of  whom  one  died.  A  small 
outbreak  of  this  Fever  (five  cases)  occurred  in  one  neighbour¬ 
hood,  in  the  township  of  Blackshaw.  The  disorder,  in  the 
first  instance,  was  probably  contracted  in  another  district  and 
conveyed  from  the  person  primarily  infected,  to  others  in 
the  same  locality.  Two  cases  happened  in  newly-built 
property  on  Charlestown  Hill,  for  which  no  satisfactory 
origin  could  be  given.  The  remaining  four  cases  occurred, 
two  in  the  township  of  Erringden,  one  in  Heptonstall,  and 
the  other  in  Blackshaw,  and  any  insanitary  conditions  likely 
to  produce  this  disorder  in  any  of  these  could  not  be 
discovered. 

Diphtheria  occurred  in  a  child  at  Ling  Bob,  Wadsworth, 
who  had  been  away  on  a  school  treat  and  took  ill  shortly 
afterwards.  It  is  remarkable  that  another  child  in  Hebden 
Bridge,  who  was  off  on  the  same  excursion,  also  took  this 
disease  about  the  same  time. 

Influenza  has  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  during 
1900.  Eight  deaths  are  ascribed  to  it,  mostly  in  aged  people. 
One  death  only  was  assigned  to  this  disorder  for  the  year  1899. 

Of  the  remaining  specified  causes  of  death,  five  are  due 
to  Phthisis,  three  to  Tubercular  Diseases,  five  to  Cancer, 
fourteen  to  inflammatory  Lung  Diseases  and  twelve  to  Heart 
Diseases. 

Fourteen  newly-built  houses  have  been  occupied  during 
1900,  compared  with  nine  in  1899,  and  eighteen  in  1898. 

This  report,  though  not  by  any  means  an  unfavourable 
one,  is  not  of  the  same  satisfactory  character  as  that  for  the 
year  1899,  when  we  had  a  higher  Birth-rate,  lower  Death 
Rate,  and  lower  Zymotic  and  Infantile  Mortality. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  LAWSON,  B.A.,  M.B.,  Univ.  Dub., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Todmorden  Rural  District  Council. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Of  Sanitary  Work  completed  during  the  year  1900. 


21  Complaints  have  been  received. 

940  Inspections  have  been  made. 

7  Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendment  of  Houses  and  Premises. 
21  Houses  Cleansed  and  Disinfected. 

19  New  House  Drains  laid. 

6  House  Drains  Repaired  and  Cleansed. 

19  House  Drains  Trapped  and  Disconnected. 

2980  Privies  Cleansed. 

11  New  Privies  or  Water  Closets  provided. 

7  Privies  Repaired. 

4  New  Ash  Pits  Provided. 

280  Loads  of  Ashes  Removed  by  Sanitary  Staff. 

125  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected. 

17  Other  Nuisances  Abated. 

12  Patients  Removed  to  Infectious  Hospital. 


(Signed) 


EMMETT  SMITH. 
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TABLE  III. — Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 

the  Year  1900. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

C 

At 

all 

ages. 

ases  notified  in  Whole  District. 

At  Ages — Years. 

No.  of  Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital 

Un¬ 
der  1 

1  to  5 

5  to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

65  and 
upw’rds 

Smallpox . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

14 

0 

0 

1 

4 

8 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

11 

0 

3 

7 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Typhus  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  . 

11 

0 

0 

4 

4 

2 

1 

9 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Continued  Fever  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Plague . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals . 

38 

0 

3 

13 

8 

12 

2 
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TABLE  IY. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year 

1900. 


Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths 

in 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Un- 

derl. 

1  and 
un- 
der5. 

5  and 
undr 
15 

15  & 
undr 
25. 

25  & 
undr 
65. 

65  & 
up- 
wds. 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions. 

Smallpox  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

3 

0 

Diarrhoea  .  ... 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteritis . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Phthisis  . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

Bronchitis . 

9 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

4 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

piratory  organs  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Alcoholism .  [ 

Cirrhosis  of  liver .  ) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Premature  birth  . 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Heart  diseases  . 

12 

1 

0 

0 

1 

5 

5 

0 

Accidents  . 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

All  other  causes  . 

34 

2 

0 

0 

0 

10 

22 

0 

All  causes . 

95 

14 

4 

2 

3 

32 

40 

3 
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TABLE  C,  1900. 

Todmorden  Rural  Council  Sanitary  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— J.  LAWSON,  M.B.  Salary  £34. 

Is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  appointed  as  Medical 
Officer  to  the  School  Board  ? — No. 

Sanitary  Inspector— Mr.  EMMETT  SMITH.  Salary  £45. 

What  other  positions  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill  ? — None. 

Water  Supply — 

Quality  ? — Generally  Good.  Action  on  Lead  ? — None  reported. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1900  ? — No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — None  of  importance. 

Number  or  proportion  of  dwellings  (a)  with  public  supply  ? — 
A  few. 

Number  or  proportion  of  dwellings  (b)  supplied  from  wells? — 
Mostly  private  supplies. 

Sewerage — 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered? — No. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1900  ? — None. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — None  of  importance. 

Any  Special  Means  of  Ventilation  ? — Man  Holes.  Any  Rubble 
Drains,  and  where  ? — Yes. 

Sewage  Disposal — 

System  adopted  ? — Precipitation  for  Heptonstall.  Any  com¬ 
plaints  ? — No. 

Scavenging — 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary 
Staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants  ? — Sanitary 
Staff  in  Parish  of  Heptonstall. 

Number  of  each  type  of  receptacle  :  Open  privy  middens  ? — 40.. 
Covered  privy  middens  ? — 120.  Pail  or  tub  closets  ? — 250. 
Other? — 50  w.c. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  1st  August,  1891. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  1st  August,  1891. 

Bye-Laws — 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1900 — (a)  Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875? — No.  (b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890  ? — No. 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ?— None. 

Canal  Boats  Inspected  ? — 88.  Fair  condition. 


Fair  condition. 
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Slaughter  Houses  Registered  ? — 3. 

Bakehouses  Registered  ?— None. 

Offensive  Trades  Registered  ?  —  1  (tripe  dressing).  Fair 
condition. 

Legal  Proceedings  ? — None. 

D.C.M.  Order — 

Have  any  Regulations  been  framed  under  Article  13  of  this 
Order  ? — Yes. 

Number  of  Gowkeepers  registered  ? — None.  Number  of  Pur¬ 
veyors  of  Milk  registered  ? — 35. 

Cowsheds  inspected  ? — 125.  Any  special  action  ? — No. 

Isolation  Hospital  — 

Has  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  emergency  during  an  out¬ 
break  of  disease  provided  Nurses  for  home  isolation  ? — No. 
Compensation  paid  for  infected  articles  destroyed  during  1900? 
No. 

What  method  of  house  disinfection  is  employed  ? — Fumigation 
by  sulphur. 

Dwellings — 

Number  of  houses  built  during  1900  ? — 14. 

General  character  ? — Cottage  class. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation? — No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? — No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890? — No. 

Any  “unhealthy  areas”  ? — No. 

Back  yards — are  they  paved  or  rendered  impervious  in  any 
part  ? — Generally.  How  ? — Stone  flags. 

Is  house  to  house  inspection  systematically  made  ? — No. 

And  records  kept  ?— No. 

t 

Nuisances— 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1899? — 2. 

At  close  of  1900  ? — None. 

Reported  during  1900  ? — 34. 

Abated  during  1900  ? — 36. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings? 
None. 

No.  of  Sink  Wastes  disconnected  during  1900? — 19. 

No.  of  Sink  Wastes  trapped  during  1900? — 19. 

No.  of  Closets  newly-constructed  during  1900? — 11. 

Kinds  ? — 7  w.c.,  4  pails. 

No.  of  Closets  re-constructed  during  1900? — 2.  Kinds — pails. 
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Meteorology — 

Mean  Temperature  for  year  19()0  ?  47‘55.  Rainfall  44‘52in. 

Geology — 

Nature  of  Soil? — Gravelly.  Subsoil? — Gravel.  Rocks? — 

Sandstone  grit. 

Miscellaneous — 

Any  disease  peculiarly  endemic  in  the  district  ? — No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all 
kinds  during  1900  ? — 5  deaths. 

Any  cancer-houses  or  localities  noted  ? — No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  Tabes  Mesen- 
terica? — No  deaths. 

Does  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  Anti-toxin  grates  for 
Diphtheria  cases  ? — No. 

Vaccination — Any  improvement  in  efficiency  under  the  new 
Act  ? — Yes. 

Is  a  public  Mortuary  provided  ? — No. 

Any  necessity  for  a  public  Abattior  ? — No. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following 

MATTERS  ? 

Seizures  of  unsound  Food  ? — None.  Prosecutions? — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ? — None.  Prosecu¬ 
tions  ? — None. 

Are  Food  preservatives  much  in  use  in  summer  time,  especially 
in  milk  ? — No. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  attributable  to  arsenical  beer  ? — 
No. 

Smoke  abatement — No.  of  observations  taken  ? — None.  Sum¬ 

monses  issued  ? — None. 

Schools — No.  in  District  ?— 4.  No.  closed  on  account  of  out¬ 
breaks  of  disease  ? — None.  Total  duration  of  closure  from 
this  cause  ? — None. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  district?— 5  Any  need  for  exten¬ 
sion  ? — No. 

Any  work  done  by  the  M.O.H.  under  the  Customs  and  Inland 
Revenue  Act,  1890,  Sec.  26  (2)? — No. 


Births — 

Males  60,  Females  47  ;  total  107. 

No.  illegitimate,  included  in  above  ? — None. 

Any  information  as  to  No.  of  Still-births? — No. 

Deaths— 

Males  41,  Females  54  ;  Total  95. 

No.  uncertified,  included  in  the  above  l — 4. 

Any  information  as  to  proportion  of  bottle-fed  children 
included  in  the  deaths  under  1  year  ? — No. 


